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by Tom Logan  

Last year we built 1,093 wells in 1,093 remote African villagesïï200,000 people with safe drinking water. If 

the average family has 3 children (a low estimate), thatôs safe drinking water for 120,000 children. 

Awesome!!! Unbelievable. Really!! 

MMM, working hand in hand with village communities and our partners (the CCAP Synod of Livingstonia, 

Synod of Nkhoma, Synod of Zambia, and the ELCT Konde Diocese in Tanzania), has provided more safe drinking  

water than any other non-governmental organization in the entire country of Malawi. And because the wells are built 

using appropriate technology, the villagers know how to maintain them and can afford to maintain them without      

outside assistance. Each well only costs $350.00 to buildïïthe cost of the cement, pipe, pump, and skilled labor. The 

villagers provide the unskilled labor, the stone, the sand, and the brick.   

One thousand wells a year is a miracle. Yet, there are 1.1 billion people in the world without safe drinking   

water. People in Tanzania, Zambia, Kenya, Uganda, Sudan, Madagascar, South America, and Central America have 

contacted Marion Medical Mission because they too need safe drinking water. We are doing more than we can handle 

now. Can we be expected to do more? We celebrate 1,000 wells a year. Isnôt that good enough?  

But because the need is there, we are called to do better. We are called to do more. When we despair that the 

job is too big for us, we must remember, itôs not too big for God. When we open our hearts to God, nothing is impossi-

ble. We canôt do itïïbut God can.   

What should we do?? Pray, yes! Pray hard and often. Yes! But thatôs not enough!! We need to get up off our 

knees and go to work doing the best we can where we are with what we have, using what God has given us, our legs, 

arms, hands, brains, our resourcesïïand then go beyond what we can do by ourselves to where we must rely on God.   

We need to expand the Shallow Well Program. We need to take what has happened over the past 17 years in 

Malawi and replicate it in Tanzania and Zambia. We need to use what we have learned in building 1,000 wells a year in 

Malawi to expand the program elsewhere. 

 The power and strength of MMMôs Shallow Well Program is based on the many who participate. All are   

Mission Partnersïïfrom African villagers to American volunteers traveling at their own expense, from children in   

Vacation Bible School with their pennies, to individual and institutional donors with their dollars. Mission Partners in 

Godôs work to provide Godôs people with safe, clean drinking water.  

To expand our program beyond Malawi, and avoid a 17 year delay, we need seed money to jump start the   

program in Tanzania and Zambiaïïmoney to hire Field Officers, purchase motorcycles and vehicles, and manufacture 

pumps. Imagine with Godôs blessing, new areas each providing 1,000 new wells a year! Imagine, hundreds of thou-

sands of people with safe, clean drinking water! 

Are you called to be a Mission Partner? 

Can your dollars be put to work in a remote African 

village? Can you partner with MMM to provide the 

materials for wells? Or sponsor an African Field 

Officer who will coordinate the many villages in 

his areas? Can you help purchase a motorcycle or 

shallow well pickup truck?  

Dare we dream big? 1,000 wells a year in    

Malawi. 1,000 wells a year in Tanzania. 1,000 

wells a year in Zambia. Would God have us       

replicate the program in Madagascar and Kenya 

and Sudan and . . . ? 

God has given us an awesome, an incredi-

ble, a stunning opportunity. MMM must answer 

His call and respond to what He has set before us!! 

Mission Partners, are you called too? We have a  

mission! Letôs get on with it!  

 



 

òI Love This School!ó 
Mama Carol Nussbaumer, Speech Therapist and sometime ñHeadmistressò 
 

 Embangweni School for the Hard of Hearing grabs your heart and refuses 

to let go! Many visitors remark on its ñfeel.ò Over and over we hear ñWhat a     

special place.ò ñI felt such warmth there.ò ñI love this school!ò 

 Initiated in partnership with CCAP Synod of Livingstonia, this was the first 

hearing impaired school in Northern Malawi. When it began in 1994 as a class 

meeting in borrowed space, people were doubtful deaf children could learn. In their home villages they were 

ñpatientsòïïsick and needed to be left alone. They couldnôt talk, so how could they compete with hearing chil-

dren? An education? How silly to think a school for them would succeed.  

 But six amazing teachers refused to let these kids go. They taught using drawings on the blackboard, 

acting, dancing, beating a drum to teach syllables, and a sign language system. What pride when the deaf stu-

dents began to do better on exams than their hearing peers at nearby Loudon Primary!  Of course the teacher/

student ratio of 1:10 compared to the 1:100 in the ñregularò schools didnôt hurt! 

 Last fall the charter classïïnow young men and womenïïsat for the 

national test taken by all standard eight students in Malawi. It determines who 

may go on to secondary school. Only about 7% of students nation-wide pass. 

Eight students from the deaf school took the testïïand 7 of the 8 passed!! 

Levi, Komani, Shadrech, Simon, Fanny, Brandina, and Frank are all in line to 

go to secondary school. 

 Acting headmaster Mr. M.K. Hara intervened to get the seven as-

signed to Robert Laws Secondary School in Embangweni. At Robert  Laws 

they can support each other and have a staff member from the deaf school 

available to help them. Because teachers at Robert Laws donôt sign, the  

students know they face challenges. But we have no doubt theyôll make it! 

They return daily to the deaf school for vocational education. Other members  

of the class are enrolled in an advanced training course for vocational  

education in Mzuzu. 

 With Marion Medical Mission support, the campus near the Loudon   

Mission Station has grown to12 classrooms, an administration block, teacher 

houses, and dormitories, the vocational center for metal arts, woodworking,   

and textile arts. The Chapel hosts daily worship services and special gatherings. 

A guardianôs shelter and two teacher houses are under construction. Sixteen 

teachers, guardians, and visiting teachers attend the 150 students. 

 Fanny, a charter student accepted into secondary school, wrote: ñIt    

was not all my effort in study alone, but your prayers have helped me to be   

successful. God should be strongly praised for making our dreams successful.ò 

 

Yes! The glory is all Godôs! Continue to pray for His will in the lives of those at 

Embangweni School for the Hard of Hearing. 

  

 

    

  

Jim Nussbaumer showing the Woodshop 
class how to use new tools.   

Textiles created in the classroom are 
sold for school support. 

2006 Charter Class. 
 
 

Below: 
Dedication Ceremony of Vocational 
School, from left: Jocelyn Logan,  

Rev. Banda, & Tom Logan 

Carol Nussbaumer signing a story, 
assisted by Marjorie Brownfield. 

Children benefiting from solar-powered  
hearing aids. 


