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Challengesðby Jocelyn Logan  

 

When our first MMM team arrived in Malawi 

on September 24, 2006, there were 1,000 villages just 

starting to build their shallow wells.  Villagers were 

digging, collecting sand, stone, and the brick they had 

made.  Three hundred local shallow well maintenance 

men were making top slabs and lining wells with 

bricks.  All working together, organized, dedicated and 

efficient.   And our 22 MMM volunteers from the U.S. 

worked together, hand-in-hand, with the people.  We 

drove trucks, delivered cement, pumps, pipe, builder/

trainers and helped install pumps.  We prayed and 

danced with the people.  We felt the Holy Spirit all 

around us and within us and within our African brothers    Our goalð1,000 villages with safe drinking water. 

and sisters.               

 On October 11, I was installing wells with Mr. Milazi, a government health supervisor in Kaporo, in the 

Lower Songwe Valley.  As we drove past a small building, he said, ñThat is the clinic where they would put the 

cholera victims.  There were so many that many had to be treated on cots outside.  Outbreaks used to occur fre-

quently but now the clinic is not used because of the Shallow Well Program.ò  My heart sang.  An empty chol-

era clinic because of MMMôs shallow well program! 

 In the Mzimba area Mr. Banda (one of MMMs 10 Malawian Field Officers) told me he had 1,000 re-

quests, typical of the peopleôs response, for wells but could only grant 100 villages wells this year.  (Each of 

MMMôs ten talented Field Officers was assigned 100 wells to complete in the most remote villages.)   

 In the Tabora Region of Tanzania, it is estimated that 87% 

of the population does not have access to safe drinking water.  

How can we expand the program to serve them?   

 The challenges faced in providing safe drinking water to 

Godôs people will not end in my lifetime.  The statistics, according 

to UNICEF, are staggering ï 4,000 children die each day of water 

borne diseases around the world.   

 A Human Development Report released by the United Na-

tions Development Programme (UNDP) on November 10, 2006, 

indicates over four million Malawians, one third of the population, 

do not have access to safe drinking water. 

 Every year Malawi faces the challenges of diarrhea,  

cholera, and other water-born outbreaks.  According to UNICEF, 

The Challengeðmost of the world gets its  between October and July 2006, over 4,500 cases of cholera have 

water from unprotected water sources.       been confirmed in Malawi.  No wonder we focus on safe drinking    

                                                                        water for Godôs children!   

 Our wells cost only $350.  How can we do so much with limited resources?  We have heard Godôs call 

to do good works.  He relies on us to fulfill His promiseðas volunteers in Malawi and here at home with 

prayers and support.  We rely on Godôs guidance and our trust in Him.  We respect and value the worth of each 

of our African brothers and sisters.  And we all have a contribution to make.    



 

 
We Get Letters... 
Volunteering with MMM in Malawi, Tanzania, or 

Zambia is a profound experience.   

 

From Rev. Marlin Otte, 
MMM board member and volunteer three times to 

Africa (excerpt from MMM Board devotional): 

 

One of the most powerful witnesses of MMM has 

always been that we fully believe and trust in God 

to provide all that is necessary.  To do otherwise 

could lead us to believe that our own hand has de-

livered us, that everything that has been accom-

plished was because of our answers and our re-

sources.  We all have experienced and can testify 

that the impossible is done every year through 

MMM because of God.  This is why we keep going 

back and why we keep striving forward.  We want 

to be used by God once again to do the impossible.  

To testify once again that with God nothing is im-

possible. 

 

 

From Shelby Brownfield,  
2006 Volunteer: 

 

This is a war on terror, not terror of bombs or guns, 

but the more stealthy terrorists of germs and para-

sites that hide in the household water that comes 

from the available sources, of scum covered open 

water holes shared with animals.  

 

These affect the most vulnerable, the young chil-

dren.  Cholera, dysentery and other water borne dis-

eases along with malaria are the major killers of 

children, with greater than 20 percent dying before 

they are five years old.   

 

This can change for villages that have the new shal-

low wells with sealed wells and pumps providing 

clean water, but there are so many more villages 

that need clean water. 

Thoughts on Malawi  - by Meg Presley 

 

I am not one who would be high on a list of likely 

candidates to do mission work in Africa.  A lawyer by 

training, a mother by choice, an artist by complete 

surprise . . .  but something inside me stirred when I 

first heard of MMMôs work.  I learned more, felt more 

drawn to it é and found myself applying to be a vol-

unteer.  The rest, as they say, is history.   

  
The Malawian peo- 

ple were wonderful  

and warm and  

kind. And smiling  

- in the most abject  

poverty one can  

imagine, I would  

always find people  

smiling back at me.  

 

I danced with women in villages. I sang and danced to 

African hymns in churches. I held beautiful babies 

and touched the faces of hundreds of children. I hiked 

through sugar cane fields and banana trees, up and 

down mountains and across valleys on foot paths no 

wider than 8 inches. I even held live chickens.   

 

I taught several  vil-

lages of children how 

to do the hokey-

pokey.  I laughed with 

them always.   

 

Meg Presley at the Em-

bangweni School for the 

Hard of Hearing 

 

My heart was constantly either swelling up to new 

sizes or breaking into little pieces. I guess my point is 

this:  I feel incredibly blessed by my time in Malawi.  

I would encourage everyone to pay attention to those 

tiny stirrings inside them.  Donôt ignore them.   

 

Stop and look at what is 

happening in their lives.  

Stop and listen to whatôs 

happening in their 

hearts.  In my case I am 

sure it was God remind-

ing me that he loves all 

his creation . . . that he 

knew I could help show 

that love.  What a privilege.   

    


