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In this issue, MMM celebrates our donorsðpeople who want to share the love of Christ by doing his work in the 

world. Here are two of their stories, written by Linda Allen: 

 

 Minnie Cheney awoke at 2:45 a.m. on a cold December morning in 2005 with a lot on her mind. She had a 

burden for people in Africa who needed safe drinking water, and sheôd spent the year praying how she could help. 

She flipped on her television and saw the last fifteen minutes of a broadcast that changed her life and the lives of 

thousands of people across the ocean. She listened as Tom Logan described the MMM Shallow Well Program (a   

replay of an interview at Marionôs Tri-State Christian Television). When she heard $300 (the price has increased to 

$350 per well since 2005) would provide a village with safe drinking 

water, she went around her house praising God! 

 ñLord,ò she said, ñYou fed 5,000 people and I want to provide 

water for 5,000 people!ò 

 The next day Mrs. Cheneyôs son took her to the post office to 

mail her first check for a well. When he learned the money was going  

to Malawi, he showed his mother the headlines on the morning paper 

about Malawi! ñIt was a confirmation for me,ò she said, ñthat I was 

doing the right thing.ò 

 Since then, Mrs. Cheney has grown ñthe best organic sweet         

potatoes in Detroitò and sold them to raise money for wells. She also 

does a ñlittle cookingò for people, baking pastries and rolls. One wall    

of her home is decorated with photos of wells for twenty villages in        

Malawi each dedicated to a special person in her life. 

 ñThe Lord told us, óI was thirsty and you gave me water.ô I 

donôt know about some organizations,ò she said, ñbut I have  

confidence in Marion Medical Mission!ò 

 

Mama Minnie and her healing organic 

foods. Photo provided by her son  

Alonzo Williams. 

Children in front of the narthex well.  

Photo provided by Kathy Downer 

 In Pekin, IL, two grandparents faced the dark night of 

their soul in 2004. Their little grand-daughter Lexi, only seven, 

died of cancer. What to do? Ray and Kathy Downer decided to 

do something special in Lexiôs memory. They had visited a 

church in Crossville, TN, that was raising funds for a mission 

project with dimes. They were aware of MMM and thought  

perhaps their own First Presbyterian Church could remember 

Lexi with safe drinking water for a village built with pocket 

change. 

 Grandpa Ray built a little well for the narthex and folks 

began tossing in their coins. Lexiôs well project grew to include 

VBS and LOGOs kids who posted a paper drop of water for 

every dollar they raised. High school students provided a well 

as part of their senior class graduation present (now becoming a 

tradition!). Children came in with baggies of pennies. Grandma 

Kathy made a celebration scrapbook for the wells on display in 

the narthex. 

 ñWeôre now working,ò she said, ñon number twenty!ò 



 

òNever doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.ó 
ñMargaret Mead 

 
 

Dear Tom, Jocelyn and Friends in MMM, 

 The Shallow Well Ministry continues to capture more 

peopleôs attention and imagination. I was having some work done 

by a local business, (Susan) ñTurnerôs Upholstery.ò The total of 

the bill I received yesterday was $650. Written on the bill was 

ñDonation for wells!ò Enclosed is a check for that amount. What 

a joyful surprise!  

Grace and peace, 

 Dick McFarlin Woodward, OK  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Tom Logan, 

 My dadôs stories about his time in Africa inspired my 

group of friends to skip the gift exchange this Christmas and   

donate to a much better cause. We are pleased to give $350 for      

a well. 

Sincerely, 

 Beth Higgins (Daughter of Dick McFarlin) 

 

Dear Tom, 

 Enclosed (and I am really excited about this) please find 

my donation for a shallow well in Malawi. This well donation is 

my gift to my husband Bob in honor of our 40th wedding            

Anniversary. I could think of no better gift, 

 Thank you so much for all you are doing to answer Godôs 

call and to make a difference in the lives of many. God Bless. 

Joyfully, 

 Mrs. Linda K. Bowlby of Cerro Gordo, IL   

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!  
 

MMM,  

 Each Christmas season my piano students share gift 

money with several groups instead of giving me a gift. Find      

enclosed their sharing for this year, 

Sincerely, 

 Elaine Eastman of Loveland, CO 

Dear Mr. Logan, 

 This contribution is our gift to each other being mind-

ful that we are to serve God and serve other people. 

 We look forward to hearing from you next November 

or December after the well is completed. The thought of needy 

people having fresh water without lugging it from a stream 

miles away is exciting. Young girls and boys will be able to go 

to school rather than lugging water. 

 I am amazed at the number of wells your mission 

helped put on-line. Hope 2008 will be a banner year. 

Peace and sincerity, 

 Marie and Bill Engleson of Pisgah Forest, NC 

 
 

Greetings, 

 It is with great delight that we send you this gift of 22 

wells. I have taken a special interest in this offering as my    

oldest child, Hannah, was the one the Lord used to raise this 

money. Hannah, an 8 year old second grader, came home from 

school early in the Fall having learned that some African 

women have to walk up to 10 miles to get their water, which is 

still contaminated. She announced to my wife that she wanted 

to raise money for wells so these women would not have to 

walk so far. 

 Together they came up with a plan to create a spon-

sored ñwalk-a-mile-in-her-shoesò campaign. As you can see, it 

was a great success! We thank you for your ministry, and we 

look forward to partnership with you in the future. 

Sincerely, 

 Doug Brown 

 First United Presbyterian Church of Greeley, CO 

 
 

Dear Friends, 

 The story of this check is really delightful. We are a 

very small church (59 members). We heard about your wells 

project from a local physician. This summer we had our first 

Vacation Bible School in over 20 years. The 12 children in  

attendance chose your well project as their special focus. We 

add to the money our prayers for your work and for blessings 

on your additional efforts to find funding sources for your 

wells. Thank you for allowing us to participate in your          

important ministry. 

Faithfully, 

 Donald M. Steele, Pastor 

 Westminster Presbyterian Church of Gallup, NM
  

 

Tom, Jocelyn, and All: 

 Enclosed is our familyôs contribution for the cause this 

year, we are all so grateful for what God has done through this 

ministry, not just for the people of Malawi, but seeing the way 

this has opened the hearts and eyes of my 2 kids, Mark and 

Karen. They look forward to this time each year when we look 

over MMMôs projects and see which ones speak to our hearts. 

 Jeff Adkins of Wakeforest, NC 

 We get letters... 

Dancing from left to right in 2000:  

Rev. Dick McFarlin (MMM Volunteer), Mary Moyo 

(Maintenance Worker), Karen Dragano (MMM Volunteer), Mrs. 

Dulles (Maintenance Worker), Tom Dragano (MMM Volunteer), 

and Mr. Chauncy (Maintenance Worker) 



 

Marion Medical Mission  
 

Shallow Well Results for 2007 
In 2007, MMM installed 1,456 wells in Malawi, Tanzania and Zambia, providing clean drinking water to over 

 250,000 people. This brings the total wells installed since 1990 to over 7,100 wells. 

  

2008 Gifts To Marion Medical Mission 

100% of undesignated funds received will be used in Africa for Mission Projects we determine have the greatest 

 need.   

You may also designate funds to help cover our administrative costs.  

 

Approved Projects List for 2008 

100 % of your designated donation can go for any of the projects listed below:   

 

¶  Build shallow wells, $525,000.00 (1,500 at $350* each) *Note Well Cost  ($376,162.54 Funded) 

¶  Adopting 18 Field Officers, $192,600 (@ $10,000 each/year - $90,025 Funded) 

¶  Purchase three new shallow well trucks, 114,000.00  ($77,000 Funded) 

¶  Purchase 7 shallow well motorcycles, $35,000.00 ($30,555 Funded) 

¶  Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tanzania, Konde Diocese, $5,250.00 (For monitoring the 2008 shallow well 

 program) 

¶  Synod of Zambia, Church of Central Africa Presbyterian, $4,375.00 (For monitoring the 2008 shallow well 

 program.) 

¶  Synod of Nkhoma, Church of Central Africa Presbyterian, $4,375.00 (For monitoring the 2008 shallow well 

 program.) 

¶  Capacity Building, Workshops and Training for Village Communities, $116,450.00 ($75,025 Funded) 

¶  Licensing of Shallow Well Builders & Supervisors, $20,000.00 ($15,000 Funded) 

¶  Embangweni School for the Hard of Hearing, $4,025.00 (Electricity for 2 classrooms, $695; electricity for 2 

 dwelling houses, $1204; electricity for guardian shelter, $1077; transportation scholarships, $1,049 - $275 

 Funded) 

¶  Karonga School for the Hard of Hearing, (School Building Project - $19,752 Funded) 

¶  Nsambo Full Primary School, $13,731.00 (For two teacher homes and 1ventilated pit latrine) 

¶  Kamwabombo Full Primary School, $12,600.00 (Two teacher homes) 

¶  Kisindile/Kasoba Multi -Academic Primary School, $13,000 (Two teacher home or two-room school-block - 

 $7,487 Funded) 

¶  Teacher Training & Workshops, $2,500 

¶  School supplies, books & uniforms (t-shirts for students at Deaf School), $2,500 ($90 Funded) 

¶  Secondary School Scholarships, $6,000 

¶  Health & AIDS education program, $1,000. 

¶  Hospital Charity Fund, $5,000 for five mission hospitals (Embangweni, Ekwendeni, Livingstonia, Nkhoma, 

 and Mulanji at $1,000 each). 

¶  Hospital Medicines, $5,000 for the purchase of pharmaceuticals for five mission hospitals (Embangweni,      

 Ekwendeni, Livingstonia, Nkhoma, and Mulanji at $1,000 each). 

¶  Shipping freight cost, $2,500. 

¶  Loudon Presbytery Projects Store Building, $2,000 (Funds will be used to build storage for all Loudon    

 building projects) 

¶  Functionality Monitor, $20,000 (Hire full-time Field Officer to be responsible for monitoring well functionality 

 & parts distribution centers) 

¶  Laptops for Field Officers, $10,000 
 
 

Let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never -failing stream!  
Amos 5:24  



 

 

Your stories remind us what it truly means to be a Christian and that when we provide for others, even in our own time 
of need, our lives are filled with love. We are constantly amazed and humbled by Your kind and inexorable spirit. 

 

MMM,  

 Enclosed is a donation to further your work with shallow wells. It is offered in memory of my late wife 

Shirley M. Ransom. Shirley saw your wells firsthand when we visited Malawi in the fall of 2006. We were both 

extremely impressed with the good things that result from your great efforts. 

Also enclosed are two photos that include Shirley. In the one taken at the well, Shirley stands at the far 

right. I believe that well was near Mzuzu. The other picture is of the mural that Shirley created on the chapel wall at 

the Embangweni School for the Hard of Hearing. Shirley guided the staff and some students in transferring the       

animals she had drawn here in the US to the wall and then adding the colors. 

Shirley became ill right after our return in October 2006. Of course the Drs. Suspected malaria and not until 

December was it diagnosed as lymphoma; that is, nothing to do with Africa. She died on January 28, 2007. 

I have received several cards from you telling of donations made in memory of Shirley. Keep up the good 

work! 

Roget H. Ransom Camarillo, CA 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dear Mr. Logan, 

 Enclosed you will find a check to help with your upcoming well project within the Konde Diocese in     

Tanzania this fall. Our elementary Sunday school children have been participating in a mission project we call 

ñWishes for Wells.ò 

 We first became aware of your wonderful cause through the Lower Susquehanna Synod in Harrisburg, PA. 

At the mission project kick-off, the children learned where Tanzania is located, what some of the current drinking 

conditions look like, and how the wells are constructed. Each child was then provided with a water bottle to use for 

the year. They fill their bottles with coins and bring them in to dump into our large well during Sunday school. The 

children have been faithfully bringing in their coins and a few children have even collected funds instead of gifts at 

their birthday parties! From September-February, they have been able to collect more that $1,500 for your mission. 

We have been truly blessed to have such children in our program. 

 Enthusiasm for the project has spread throughout the church. A beloved long-time members, Bill Corlette, 

passed away in 2007. Because of Billôs love of missions, his widow Elise, and her family requested that the         

memorial money be sent to the church in Billôs name be used for a special missions project. Bill was involved in 

forestry most of his life and both the family and the Missions Committee felt that just as water is needed for trees to 

grow, it also shows Godôs great love; Bill would be honored to have has contribution go towards such a worthwhile 

cause.  

 The efforts of the Missions Committee continue to bless the wells project: all monies collected from Lenten 

self denial boxes will also be donated for Wishes for Wells through May and we anticipate sending you another 

check in June. 

 You are a true blessing to so many people in Africa and we are honored to be able to play a small part in 

your efforts.  

Thank you again! 

Blessings, 

 Mary Alin Lubold 

 Elementary Sunday School Coordinator Trinity Lutheran Church Camp Hill PA 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


