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Marion Medical Mission  

is an ecumenical, Christian,  

front-line, hands-on, volunteer, 

non-profit  organization  

that responds to Christ's call  

to serve by working hand-in-

hand with God's people in  

Africa.  

We show the love of Christ 

through projects that directly     

impact the African people,    

stressing self -help and             

sustainability.  

¶ 100% of all designated 

funds go to their designated 

purposes. 
 

¶ 100% of all undesignated 

funds go to the mission field 

in Africa. 
 

¶ No overhead or administra-

tive costs are deducted. 
 

¶ MMM is a 501(c)(3) non-

profit tax-deductible corpo-

ration. 
 

¶ For only $350 you can fur-

nish a shallow well for a 

village in Malawi, Tanzania, 

or Zambia. 

     On August 22, 2010, Mar-

tin Jay Logan was killed div-

ing into shallow water on Ken-

tucky Lake. His neck was bro-

ken and he died within min-

utes. He was 36 years old, 

beautiful, strong, brilliant and 

loved by so many. He lived 

the second commandment. 

     Nedson Malata, the founda-

tion of the Shallow Well Pro-

gram in the Synod of Nkhoma 

Church of Central Africa Pres-

byterian, died of malaria July 

24, 2010. He was a good 

friend and provided thousands 

with safe drinking water. 

     Migriton Banda, the foun-

dation of the Shallow Well 

Program in the Mzimba Dis-

trict in Malawi, died October 

19, 2010. He was a good 

friend and provided thousands 

with safe drinking water. 

     Rev. Mwasakifwa, Coordi-

nator of the Tanzanian Shal-

low Well Program, was driv-

ing a Shallow Well truck Sep-

tember 21, 2010, when a         

4 year old boy ran out in front of 

the truck and was killed. 

     The difficulties and obstacles 

faced were unrelenting. 

     Mr. Mhango, Coordinator of 

the Shallow Well Program in 

Zambia, Mr. Khosa, Coordinator  

of the Shallow Well Program in  

northern Malawi, Mr. Soko, in 

charge of our pump manufactur-

ing, and Jon Hanson, MMM 

Team 2 volunteer, all became ill 

with malaria. Yet, they struggled 

on. 

      Mr. Damalankhunda, Shallow 

Well Field Officer, was in a mo-

torcycle accident and lost the 

index finger on his left hand. Two 

days later he was carrying pumps 

to the pickup truck, working to 

provide his people with safe 

drinking water. 

     There was an acute fuel short-

age in Malawi. Diesel fuel had to 

be brought across the border into  

Malawi from Zambia and Tanza-

nia.     

      The supplier of the galvanized      
Continued on Page 3      

Triumph Over Trials: 2,509 Wells - Tom Logan 

    Unsafe drinking water kills 

more people than AIDS, TB, and 

malaria combined. Over 1 billion 

people worldwide lack access to 

clean drinking water.   

    Safe drinking water means life 

not death in a place where over 

80% of the children who die un-

der the age of 5 die from water- 

born or sanitation related dis-

eases. 

    Marion Medical Missionôs 

2010 goal was to build 2,500 

Shallow Wells in remote African 

villages, providing the extreme 

poor with a sustainable source of 

safe drinking water. Construction 

began September 1, 2010.  Mr. 

Henry Soko, head of MMMôs 

Shallow Well pump manufactur-

ing, said: ñWhat we are trying no 

one else is doing, no one could, 

no one would even try. Itôs im-

possible.ò  

    If the goal wasnôt monumental 

enough, the tragedies that struck 

Marion Medical Mission were 

beyond description and under-

standing. 
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The Starfish Well  
In Memory of Martin Jay Logan 

1974 - 2010 

        On a hot Saturday morning, near Lake Malawi, November 

6, 2010, a ñstarfishò shallow well was installed in the village of 

Malilika at Dwangwa (Bua Zone), Malawi, Africa. Thirty 

households (150 people) will share this well. This well was 

donated as a tribute to Martin by a close friend and his family 

who sent a starfish to be imbedded in the concrete. It is a beau-

tiful well. The villagers had made immense efforts and paved 

around the well with brick and stone and protected the well 

with a bamboo fence to keep out the cows and goats. 

     The men and women gathered anxiously and joyfully to see 

fresh water pumped from their well. They were eager to aban-

don their dirty water hole they were drinking from. They were 

eager for life, for ñwater is lifeò.  

     The children watched happily as the builders installed the 

pump and pipe. They were curious about the ñmazungusò who 

had come. 

     We dedicated the well to Godôs Glory.                                                   

     Tom told the starfish story to the villagers and about our son 

who lived all of his adult life wearing the starfish pendant, given to him by his father when he was 21.       

     This story was told at Martinôs memorial serviceé      

 

A boy and his father were walking along the beach. On the sandy beach were thousands of starfish that  

were washed up along the shoreline. As they walked, the boy picked up a starfish and threw it in the ocean  

and watched it return to life.  They continued down the shoreline, and the boy picked up another starfish  

and threw it into the ocean, and another, and another. The father said in exasperation, ñSon, will you stop  

that? There are too many to save. What difference does it make?ò The son picked up a starfish and  

threw it into the ocean, and as he watched the starfish return to life, he said,     

                                     ñIt made a difference to that one.ò 

 

     I pumped the first water from that ñStarfishò well. It represents over one hundred 

and forty wells we have received in your memory. It is symbolic of ñlifeò.  Just as you 

have impacted so many lives during your lifetime here on earth, you are continuing to 

make a difference from above.  

     WE miss you so very much. WE love you. Your bright star continues to shine, al-

ways, within our hearts.    Mom                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
                                      

                           

Posted on the top of Martinôs desk:   

Too often we underestimate the 

power of a touch, a smile, a kind 

word, a listening ear, an honest 

compliment, or the smallest act of 

caring, all of which have the poten-

tial to turn a life around.          

(Author Unknown) 

Jocelyn Logan 

Martin, 



     Mig Banda was one  of  the first  three 

field officers working for  the  MMM Shal-

low Well Program in 2000. He oversaw the 

construction and sustainability of over 1200 

wells within the vast Mzimba district. Mi-

griton was a kind and gentle man who skill-

fully developed the capacity of communi-

ties and gained their respect and that of his 

co-workers. He had a passion for sustain-

able development. 

     From volunteers Helen and Marty Wil-

son: 

     ñHelen and I, at our first meeting with 

Mig Banda, knew he had special skills with 

people and that he was a man that you 

could connect with on deeper level than 

most people.  We were an hour late to our 

agreed meeting place in Mzimba because 

we had gotten lost. He was very under-

standing and forgiving while at the same 

time he inspired us to improve our naviga-

A Tribute to Migriton Banda  

Working Together:   MMM Team 2 with Coordinators, Field Officers, and Malawi staff 

tion skills.  It was as though he really wanted 

to help make us better, and his imposing but 

gentle style made us feel like he really cared 

about us. Several years later, he gave us a 

wooden map of Malawi, without a word, but I 

knew it was a private joke between us.  

      One year I bent a rear pipe rack on a tree 

in a remote place.  The next year I had a simi-

lar accident while driving with him.  He 

waited several hours to tell me that Iôd hit the 

same tree as the year before!  No other words 

passed between us, just a little smile.  Again I 

felt connected with this big, imposing guy.

é.He had special skills in the way he bonded 

with peopleé.Heôs become a role model for 

me. I will miss Mr. Banda.  He was special.ò 

         

     Mr. Banda is missed by his wife, Gloria, 

and his 5 young children.  Memorials to the 

family will be deeply appreciated . 

fittings for the well pumps was unable to 

complete our order.  We were out of pumps 

before MMMôs Team 2 arrived from the 

US.  We were short 1400 pumps.  The pump 

fittings finally arrived and the Shallow Well 

Maintenance people worked nonstop mak-

ing 700 pumps in 2 days. 

     Three times I decided to shut the Shallow 

Well Program down and cancel MMMôs 

Team 2.  Three times Mr. Khosa, Coordina-

tor of the Shallow Well Program in northern 

Malawi, quietly suggested we carry on re-

gardless of the difficulties.  

    Together, MMM Teams 1 & 2 along with 

the Coordinators, Field Officers, Synods, the 

ELCT Konde Diocese Bishop, church offi-

cials, installation supervisors, well builders 

and village communities carried the pro-

gram forward. 

     As of November 12, a record 2,509 wells 

have been built, providing 100s of 1000s 

with a sustainable source of safe drinking 

water from Tanzania to Central Malawi, 

from ChapataðLundazi, Zambia to Lake 

Malawi. 

     We have been a part of the impossible.  

We have participated in the miraculous.  

God has blessed this program againðLet 

there be no doubt. 

     Know the battle continues on.  Please 

continue to pray often and daily for MMM, 

the Shallow Well Program, and the safety of 

those working to provide the extreme poor 

with a sustainable source of safe drinking 

water.                                                                

     We ask you to tell the story, tell the 

story, and tell the story. Together, as Godôs 

people, we must press on!! 

     Join us in the miraculous.  A well costs 

$350 and there are still 706 wells to be 

funded this year, 706 opportunities to buy a 

well in honor or in memory of someone, or 

to give as an alternative Christmas gift.  

      

 

Every $350 donation 
receives a picture of 
the village well their 
donation helped 
fund. 
 

Triumph over Trials   
contôd from P. 1 

Migriton Kazama Banda 
1971 - 2010 



        I am not sure what I was looking for. 

Maybe it was an adventure or an escape 

from the hectic life we all get caught up in.   

Maybe it was an extreme diet plan, because 

that sure worked. Or maybe I was looking 

for myself. Maybe I was looking for my 

faith.  Or, perhaps, my God. In any case, I 

went to Africa looking for it.  

       My journey began over a free lunch at 

Independent Presbyterian Church in Bir-

mingham, Alabama. I am one to never turn 

down a free lunchéand somewhere be-

tween my club sandwich and my pickle I 

had apparently volunteered to go on this 

Mission trip.  

     I spent the next 2 months trying to get 

out of it. God had other plans, because 10 

months later I was standing in Malawi, 

Africa. Nice. So my plan was to treat it as 

any other job. Do it quickly, correctly, and 

get home. Again with the "my plan" stuff.   

Youôd think I would wise up. 

   For the first week, I ran my way through 

the villages hardly noticing the land or the 

people. I wanted to get it done and get out 

of Africa. Every night I would lie down 

exhausted and I would pray that God 

would make the days go even faster. I was 

angry and frustrated. I asked, ñGod, why 

am I even here? I am getting nothing out of 

ing from their voices. ñThen sings my soul, 

my  Savior God, to thee, how great thou 

art, how great thou art!ò          

     Tears were streaming down my face; in 

this village, in the backyard of nowhere, 

God had found me. In my selfishness, I 

had ignored Him, and because of these 

people, His people, my eyes were opened. 

I did not see God until I heard God. He is 

everywhere! I couldn't get enough. I saw 

Him everyday. I saw Him in every 

woman's smile. In every village Head-

manôs eyes. I heard Him all the time.     

     God lives mostly inside of us. If you 

ever have doubts, just listen. He shows 

Himself to you best through the laughter of 

children.  God is there. I heard him at the 

end of the trip in the other volunteersô life 

changing stories.  In the heart-felt ñThank 

yous.  God is there 

     I found a new respect for this country 

and all the blessings that God gives us 

daily. I found that I can never look at water 

the same way again. I found that when I 

lay down at night I still see the smiles and 

hear the songs.   

     It took God whispering in my ear 

through His wonderful people and that 

wonderful old song to open my eyes. I 

found that 7000 miles away from every-

thing and everyone I love, I am still not 

alone. "Uchidami Kwa Chiuta," Glory to 

God.   God is there. 

  

this experience except a sunburn.ò  

     The next day, at village number 3, God 

answered.  It was only 9 a.m. and I was al-

ready frustrated and annoyed, complaining 

under my breath about the heat and bugs. Oh 

great, the women are lining up to sing again. 

I will have to smile and clap along some 

more. Waité.,what are they singing? I...I 

know this one!  

     My whole body shook. I was mesmerized 

by this moment. God had   spoken to me 

through these people in a language I could 

not understand. But I knew every word com-

          2010 Mission Trip Volunteer Trip Reports 

The Backyard of Nowhere         
Daniel Whittington,  

Birmingham, AL 

     Noah sent them out two by two; Tom 

Logan sent us to Tanzania one by one! Six 

hundred miracles to perform, four volunteers 

to expedite them. I think I now know what it 

is like to be sent into 

exile:  just me, my Toy-

ota Land Cruiser, a Tan-

zanian field officer, and 

a well builder.  

     I'm sent to a new 

area where wells have 

not been installed be-

fore. The new field offi-

cer has yet to install his 

first well. My guest 

house has no hot water, no food, and no 

shower. It does have electricity, a pit toilet 

and a walled enclosure for parking my truck, 

all for seven thousand shillings a night 

($4.82). Best of all, cold Coke is readily 

available after a long hot day. God is good! 

     For two weeks I walk uphill and downhill, 

into and out of the unknown, one hundred 

walked with me step by step giving me 

strength. I'm totally dependent upon Him. 

It has taken me a while to learn this lesson; 

Africa has been a good teacher.  

     God has provided, and a record number 

of wells were built again this year. The 

sight of that clear clean sparkling water 

coming out of the pipe spout still moves 

me like nothing else.  

     Come to Africa!  Miracles await you.  

Zambian woman gives MMM  volunteer Daniel a 
chicken. A gift of thanks for their new well. 

and thirty hikes to 

different well sites. 

I'm deep in the 

bush; God meets 

me and says, 

ñLetôs perform a 

miracle.ò Let's 

make clear, clean 

water gush from 

this well where 60 

feet away water 

lays green and 

yellow and makes 

you sick. As we install the pump a crowd 

gathers; they are excited, they are singing, 

they are rejoicing, they are giving thanks.  

Asante sanna! (ñThank you very muchò). 

Instead of water being turned into wine 

(Jesus' first miracle), water, which harbors 

death and disease, is now giving life. Wa-

ter is life!  

     God has called me again into active 

participation in making this happen. God 

Asante Sanna, for Clear Clean Water! 
Joel Magee, Erie, PA 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

If this gift is in honor or in memory of someone and you would like us to send out an acknowledgment, please provide the information below: 
Gifts in honor ______ or in memory ______ of:  Name:     _____________________________________________ 
       Alternative Christmas Gift ____  Address: _____________________________________________ 
 

Detach the above form, check the project designation of  your        and send your donation to: 
 

Marion Medical Mission  
1412 Shawnee Drive  
Marion, IL 62959 

 

* If you are donating $350 for a Shallow Well and want to include a donation for administration,  

please ADD $17.50 since the full $350 is needed and will be used accordingly. Thank you! 
 

Important Reminders:   
Õ Please note that the cost of a Shallow Well is $350. 

Õ Note the designation of your donation on your check. 

Want to make a difference this Holiday Season?                                                                                                                          
Donorõs Name:_________________________________ 
Address: ______________________________________ 

Wells: 
  $350 for each shallow well, providing a village of approximately 100 to 300 people with clean, safe drinking water. 
         $________for shallow wells (# of wells ______) 
          $________to help build a shallow well 
 

Schools:          
 $________for a childõs transportation fee for the Embangweni School for the Hard of Hearing 
  $________for the scholarship fund to send a student to secondary school for a year. 
          $________for teacher training workshops. 
          $________for school supplies. 
          $________for school building projects. 
 

Other: 
            $________to sponsor a Field Officer. 
          $________designated to help cover MMMõs administrative costs (stamps, etc.). 
         $________for hospitals. 
          $________for community capacity building: Skills, training and sustainable development.   
          $________undesignated to be used in the mission field in Africa as needed.  
          $________for the following approved project: __________________________________________________. 

(OPTIONAL) Please apply 5% of my donation for administration*: YES ____ NO____ 

Need a presentation at your church or organization? We may have a volunteer near you.  Please contact us at:  

(618) 997-5365, President Tom Logan: tom@marionmedical.org, or Administrative Assistant Dana Barnett: 

danabmmm@gmail.com  

 

We also have a Power Point presentation about MMM and the Shallow Wells program, and a DVD featuring 3  

different segments about MMM and the Shallow Wells program:  Please send your request along with $10 for each 

item ordered to cover our shipping and handling expenses. 

 

We can help you with bulletin inserts, display photos, brochures, and additional newsletters. Please help us get 

the word out that MMM is working hard in Malawi, Tanzania and Zambia, and making every donated penny work 

hard too! Our web site is a wealth of information: http://marionmedical.org. 

 

Do you have any inspiring messages or stories that you would like to share?  Please send them to us by mail or     

e-mail Dana at:  danabmmm@gmail.com. 



                                                                                                                 

                      

 

 

       As I reflect on the 2010 trip to Malawi, I am grateful that I 

am a 3rd year veteran.  Obstacles and challenges equate to life 

in Africa, but this year what should have been and would have 

been impossible, was accomplished with struggle and for me 

with awe.  

We became the hands of God walking side by side believing 

with God, all things can be achieved.   

     When 2nd team arrived Sunday, October 10, Mr. Soko was 

diligently attempting to make 600 well pumps having only just 

received the materials Saturday morning.  He and his team 

produced 700 pumps working 24 hours a day so that we could 

start installing on Tuesday morning.   

     Gas shortages were managed by stockpiling from other countries.  Many of our men were combating malaria and yet they 

pushed on.  Loss and grief were palpable: Mr. Malata...Martin Logan...Mr. Banda.  Field officers took on more of a workload. 

Many attended Mr. Banda's funeral, their friend and mentor, only to be back to work the next day installing wells.  Tom and 

Jocelyn were heroes.  Their son was killed suddenly August 22; and yet they came to Africa knowing that Martin would have 

wanted them to continue with shallow wells; they pushed on.   

      And always, there was Mr. Khosa and Jim Nussbaumer completing enormous tasks behind the scenes so that we could get 

the job done.  Amazing African partners and villagers dug the holes, made the bricks, and poured the cement so that clean 

water could be provided for the first time in the villages.  Matende! Freedom! That was what one man shouted all the way to 

the well.  Water is life! 

    The roosters and birds continued to be my wake up call at 5 a.m., the wind still blew to ease the heat of the day, the villagers 

continued to sing and dance, thanking and blessing all involved in bringing clean, safe water. The red sun sets in smoke-filled 

skies only to open to a panorama of stars at night.   

      Africa! This was a trip of utmost challenges and I am honored to be part of a team that installed more wells than any other 

team in MMMôs history of 25 years.  2509 wells in 2010.  Shallow wells! Ye wo!  

Marion Medical Mission  

1412 Shawnee Drive 

Marion, IL 62959 

618-997-5365     Fax 618-997-5366 

tom@marionmedical.org 

Http://marionmedical.org 
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We are deeply grateful to  
GA Communications, Inc. 

who are donating their time and  
resources to print our newsletter.  

 

Merry Christmas!  Happy New Year! 
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Water is Life! 
Betty Samelson, Colorado Springs, CO 


