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Battered but not Beatenñby Tom Logan 
 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name, Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earthéon earth! 
 

 This story needs to be told and it needs to be heard. God is alive and active in this world. We have seen and 

felt the fire that burns but does not consume.  God blessed us! At times carried us. We have been on holy ground. We 

have been batteredðbut not beaten.   

 We were battered by long hard days, short nights, difficult hikes, flat tires, truck breakdowns, defective pump 

parts and a truck that crashed rolling 2 ½ times ending upside down in a ditch with three Marion Medical Mission 

(MMM) volunteers and MMMôs driver inside (fortunately no one was killed and no broken bonesðbut two have yet 

to recover 100%). Yet, in 7 weeks 1,648 wells were built and another 85 were finished before the end of November. 

It is hard to imagine and even harder to explain. From Lilongwe, the capital city located in central Malawi, to the far 

north crossing into Tanzania. From Lake Malawi on the East crossing into Zambia on the West. 346,000 people,  

representing the extreme poor in Africa, now have a sustainable source of safe drinking water. And in just 7 weeks!  

 MMMôs goal is to provide the extreme poor in Africa with a sustainable source of safe drinking water while 

working hand-in-hand in a horizontal relationship with our African partners (Church of Central Africa Presbyterian 

(CCAP) Synod of Livingstonia, Synod of Nkhoma, Synod of Zambia and the Evangelical Lutheran Church of  

Tanzania (ELCT) Konde Diocese).    

 The Shallow Well Program does this. The well is inexpensive to build and can be built in the most remote   

areas. It can be easily maintained by the local village people and (most importantly) the extreme poor can afford to 

maintain it. Spare parts are readily available and inexpensive. This is a program where everything is purchased, 

made, manufactured and administered in Africa by Africans.   

 The time to build shallow wells is at the end of the dry season just before the rains come when the ground  

water is at its lowest level. This provides a 2 month window when Shallow Wells should be built.  

 MMM organizes volunteer teams from the United States to go to Africa every fall to install Shallow Well 

pumps working with our African partners, our Field Officers, Installation Supervisors and the village communities. 

There were two teams this year, each in Africa for three weeks. Team 1 had 19 volunteers and team 2 had 17. The 

second team returned from Africa on November 3rd, and Jocelyn and I returned on November 10th.  

 Despite our cultural differences we worked together hand-in-hand in a horizontal relationship as Godôs     

people. 1648 villages were told their well is special because it represents the love of Christ. 1,327 villages were told 

of the partnership between the CCAP and MMM and how this resulted in the well that provides them with safe  

drinking water (750 in Synod of Livingstonia, 277 in Synod of Zambia, 300 Synod of Nkhoma). 321 villages were 

told of the partnership between MMM and the 

ELCT Konde Diocese that provides them with safe 

drinking water. We worked hand-in-hand together 

with 1648 villages, 500 builders, 50 installation  

supervisors, 15 Field Officers, 4 Shallow Well  

Coordinators and 17 to 19 muzungus (MMMôs  

volunteers).   

 The United Nations isnôt doing this. Other 

NGOôs arenôt doing this. The US Marines arenôt  

doing this. We are normal, average, everyday  

people who answered Godôs call, working together 

as His people. We participated in the impossible.  
 

 

       

2008 Well Dedication 



 

 2008 Mission Trip: Volunteer Experience 
 
 

 

The following excerpts are from some of MMMôs team members in 2008. For their complete stories, go to Marion Medical  

Missionôs website http://marionmedical.org: 
 

Hayden Boyd installed wells in 91 villages in four weeks. He wrote, ñThis is my third year helping to install shallow wells 

for Marion Medical Mission, and I have also helped with research to study and improve the maintenance system that keeps 

the wells working after they are installed. It has truly been a joy to work with so many fine people from both sides of the 

world.ò                                                                                             
 

Ingegerd Hjord journeyed to Malawi with her daughter Hanna to install wells. When she reflected on her memories she 

wrote, ñI will remember how little I know and how much I used to believe I knew.ò                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
 

Betty Samelson wrote about the villagers who told MMM volunteers ñwe made their village rich from clean water and all 

thanked us over and over, blessing us for all our lives for the gift of the well.ò     
 

Rev. Jeff Grote observed the overwhelming generosity of the African people. ñGratitude and thanksgiving have always been 

a deep part of the Malawi experience. In village after village people who have virtually nothing insist upon giving us a gift.ò                                                                                            
 

Charles Lewis was struck by the great rejoicing of each village receiving its well, and also their concern for nearby villages 

without safe water. ñThey asked that someone come next year to install a well in the neighboring village.ò                                                                                                                                 

 

Wonderful Experience!ñby Waring Blackburn, Team ONE 
My experience with Marion Medical Mission was an experience of a lifetime. It was the perfect opportunity to go beyond 

ones self and express the love that ties us all together. The gratitude for the help in getting safe water was incredible and  

expressed in a variety ways: in song, dancing, handshakes, tears, thoughtful speeches, joyous body language, children w 

ashing under clean, cool and safe water and of course the gifts of food  such as live chickens. More often than not the words 

of gratitude were mixed with words of encouragement to help other villages.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 

 

Team 1: (From Left to Right) 

 
Back row: Jeff Wagley, Hayden Boyd, Tom Dragano,  

Bob Koster, Waring Blackburn, Rob Hunter,  

Marty Wilson 

 

Middle row: Jim Nussbaumer (kneeling), Ingegerd Hjord, 

Karen Dragano, Andrea Taeger, Betty Samelson,  

Hanna Hjord, Helen Wilson     

 

Front row: Jocelyn Logan, Tom Logan, Steve McKeown, 

Meg Presley, Paul Mooney 

Continued on next page. 

Team 2: (From Left to Right) 
Back Row: Paul Adams, Harry T. Jones, Migriton 

Banda (F.O.), Lewis Silungwe (F.O.), Mr. Magwaza 

(F.O.), Tim Exley, Clifford Mwanjikho (F.O.), 

Charles Lewis,  Rev.Elisha Mwasakifwa (F.O.),  

Court Reece, Mr. Mwambono (F.O.), Alick Ngôuni 

(F.O.), Henry Soko (pumps), Rev. Tembo, Ken Reed, 

Jerry Roush, Russ Peterson, Rev. Paul Beran,  

Rev. Jeff Grote, Richard Bittle 

Front row: Fiskani Chirwa (F.O.), Rev. Peter Sheiza 

(F.O.), Jim Nussbaumer, Mr. Langa (accountant), 

Vance Exley, Chrispin Mhango (F.O.), Vyalema 

Khosa (F.O), Jocelyn Logan, Don Klug, Tom Logan, 

Thomas Soko (F.O.), Joel Magee 


